OPEN FLAME USE FOR HEATING FOOD

	Instructions for PNWD Staff Members
The use of an open flame for heating food provides an ignition source for a fire to start.  The following safety measures are for the use of "sternos" and similar small burner devices.  When a caterer wishes to use a larger device such as a propane-fueled barbecue, contact the Building Manager to determine the appropriate action.

If you are coordinating an event that will provide hot hors d'oeuvres or food, please complete the following actions:

1. Inform the Building Manager of the time and location that open flame devices will be used to heat food.

2. Take the following safety precautions: 

· set the open-flame device on a noncombustible base 

· avoid using liquid-fueled devices because they can be tipped over and spread fire 

· move combustibles such as paper, cloth, and plastic utensils away from the heating device 

· keep a lid or similar device handy to extinguish the open-flame device when complete or in an emergency.

3. Continuously attend the location of the open flame heat source while these devices are ignited.

4. All exits in the building must be readily available for occupant use; exits must not be blocked or obstructed.

5. If your event is in the Battelle Auditorium, heating devices may only be used in the Auditorium lobby.

6. Inform the caterer of Battelle's basic fire response policy:

· Sound the alarm.

· Notify the Fire Department.

· Notify the Single Point of Contact (call 375-2400).

· Fight the fire if you are able to do so safely.

7. Identify the location of the nearest fire alarm pull station and fire extinguisher with the caterer.

	


If you have any questions, please contact the Building Manager or a PNWD Fire Protection Engineer.  Return to Building Manager.
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