Events and Causal Factors Chart Symbols/Suggested Format

1. Event Enclosures

Events should be enclosed in rectangles, and conditions in ovals. 

2. Event Connections

Events should be connected by solid arrows.

3. Conditions Connections

Conditions should be connected to each other and to events 

by dashed arrows. 




4.
Basis for Events and Conditions

Each event and condition should be either based upon valid factual evidence or be clearly indicated as presumptive by dashed line rectangles and ovals.


5. Depiction of Sequence of Events

The primary sequence of events should be depicted in a straight horizontal line (or lines in confluent or branching primary chains) with events joined by bold printed connecting arrows.  Events should be arranged chronologically from left to right leading up to the incident depicted by a diamond.  Events typically continue after the incident until stability is reached.



6. Identification of the Causal Factors

Once causal factors are identified the ovals can be changed to hexagons for a visual representation of the causal factors.
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