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Mike Schlender, Director

Facility & Operations Directorate

Message From Mike
Electrical Safety
To PNNL Staff, 

In the United States, electrocutions rank 4th in causes of industrial fatalities (behind traffic, violence and construction).  The National Safety council estimates that 600 people die each year of electrical causes; roughly 3,600 people experience disabling injuries; and another 4,000 incur non-disabling injuries.  
Consider that at home even a 6-watt bulb, the kind used in small night-lights, can deliver a lethal amount of current.  Most of these low voltage accidents are preventable.

At PNNL, we’ve been fortunate that to date our staff have experienced near misses but no fatalities.  On the other hand, the difference between a near miss and a fatality may be smaller than you think, and as significant as losing a loved one.  
I’m asking each one of you, regardless of your job here at the Lab, to read the 4-part SHOCK STOPPERS series of lessons learned articles that will be published during September, and discuss this information with your co-workers.  You can access the first article, “Play It Safe With Electricity,” at /lessons/e203d070.htm. The 3 remaining articles ill be advertised in Inside PNNL on subsequent Wednesdays.  
Please remember that at PNNL, electrical safety is everyone’s business – every day, all year long.  And that safety is a mind set that we all must cultivate.
Sincerely,

Mike



Electricity and things electrical are all around us – at work, in our homes.  It’s easy to forget how dangerous electricity can be.  That given the right circumstances, electricity can kill.








PAGE  
e203e010.doc

(9/04)

